“For Him Our Yearly Wakes and Feasts We Hold,” from Thornton, Pastorals of Virgil (1821).
Metropolitan Museum, Harris Brisbane Dick Fund, 1931. Accession number 31.87.25.
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BY JASON WHITTAKER

JAsoN WHITTAKER (jwhittaker@lincoln.ac.uk) is head
of the School of English and Journalism at the Univer-
sity of Lincoln. He is the author of several works on
William Blake, including William Blake and the Myths
of Britain (Palgrave, 1999), Radical Blake: Influence and
Afterlife from 1827 (with Shirley Dent, Palgrave, 2002),
and Blake 2.0: William Blake in Twentieth-Century Art,
Music and Culture (with Steve Clark and Tristanne
Connolly, Palgrave, 2012). His main research interests
deal with the reception of Blake, and his next work, Di-
vine Images: The Life and Works of William Blake, is to
be published by Reaktion Books in November 2020.

2019 was something of an annus mirabilis in terms of set-
tings of Blake to music, in the form of either direct adapta-
tions of his poems or original songs based on his life and
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work. While the previous listing recorded nine releases
from 2018, the list of new works below includes twenty-
three from 2019 (with an additional four from 2018 and
one from 2017). One significant reason for the proliferation
of Blake recordings (as with other forms of music) is that in
the past two years it has become increasingly easy for inde-
pendent or solo artists to release their music via streaming
services such as Apple Music, Amazon Music, and Spotify.
Indeed, for the majority of entries this year the format in-
dicated is streaming, meaning that they are not available in
physical formats such as vinyl or CD.

Among the highlights of 2019, perhaps the most significant
was the world premiere in April of Allan Bevan’s Ancient of
Days by the Edmonton Metropolitan Chorus and Concor-
dia Symphony Orchestra. A large number of albums were
devoted entirely to Blake’s work, including those by Mi-
chael Emmanuel, Fearful Symmetry, William Mac Davis,
Nailah Nombeko, Mick and Kate Stannard, Strange Mys-
tery Flower, and Steven Taylor, the former member of the
Fugs, whose CD contains arrangements of Blake’s Songs set
to music by him and Allen Ginsberg. Of other releases with
incidental settings of Blake’s works, two particular favorites
were Astralingua’s space-folk rendition of “A Poison Tree”
and Nerina Pallot’s extremely affecting version of “Jerusa-

»

lem.

As in previous years, this list omits tracks that use only a
single quotation or allusion to Blake, although it does con-
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tain some releases of works—most notably by Britten and
Vaughan Williams—that have been recorded previously.
Wherever possible, the country of the artist is listed, as well
as the work’s instrumentation, duration, publisher, copy-
right date, genre, and format. Most entries also include at
least one link to a recording, usually Amazon, Apple, or

Spotify.

Anarchyl7 — Russia

From Cepas nenma; for voice, keyboards, percussion.
00:29:33. Koronator, © 2019. Electronic/dance. Streaming.
Contents: 8. Love’s Secret.

Links: Amazon, Apple, Spotify.

Astralingua — USA

From Safe Passage; for voice, mandolin, flute, violin, cello.
00:45:04. Joseph Andrew Thompson, © 2019. Folk/
country. CD.

Contents: 8. A Poison Tree.

Links: Apple, Spotify, YouTube.

Bevan, Allan, Edmonton Metropolitan Chorus, and
Concordia Symphony Orchestra — Canada

Ancient of Days; for chorus, orchestra, vocal soloists,
actors.

© 2019. Classical. Manuscript/score.

Contents: Ancient of Days (original composition).
Note: The world-premiere performance of this original
piece took place at the Winspear Centre for Music,
Edmonton, Alberta, on 15 April 2019.

Bevan, Mary, and William Vann — UK

From Time and Space; for voice, piano.

01:15:54. Albion, © 2019. Classical. CD.

Contents: 17. Blake’s Cradle Song.

Note: This album is a compilation of settings by Ralph
Vaughan Williams and Gustav Holst, including Vaughan
Williams’s version of “A Cradle Song”

Links: Amazon, Apple, Spotify.

Ceely, Robert — USA

From So Far; for voices.

00:41:00. Vivace Records, © 2019. Classical. Streaming.
Contents: 5. Five Contemplative Pieces: II. Eternity by
William Blake.

Links: Amazon, Apple, Spotify.
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Dyrud, Torbjern, Nina T. Karlsen, and Ensemble 96 —
Norway

From So Is My Love; for voices.

00:43:18. Lindberg Lyd, © 2017. Choral. CD.
Contents: 9. Laughing Song.

Links: Amazon, Apple, Spotify.

Emmanuel, Michael — USA

Songs of Innocence and of Experience, Vol. II; for voice,
guitar, percussion.

01:10:00. Michael Koch Music, © 2019. Folk/country. CD.
Contents: 1. Piping down the Valleys Wild; 2. The
Shepherd; 3. The Little Black Boy; 4. Laughing Song;

5. Holy Thursday (Innocence); 6. The School Boy;

7. Nurse’s Song (Innocence); 8. Infant Joy; 9. On Another’s
Sorrow; 10. The Angel; 11. Introduction/Earth’s Answer;
12. Nurse’s Song (Experience); 13. Garden of Love;

14. London; 15. Infant Sorrow; 16. To Tirzah; 17. Poison
Tree; 18. Little Boy Lost (Experience); 19. [A] Little Girl
Lost (Experience); 20. Night; 21. Voice of the Ancient Bard.
Link: Amazon.

Fearful Symmetry — UK

Louder Than Words; for voice, keyboard, guitars, drums.
00:40:20. 1422246 Records DK, © 2019. Rock/pop. CD.
Contents: 1. Louder Than Words; 2. Form and Substance;
3. Innocence; 4. Ceaseless Strife; 5. Rule of Reason;

6. Damn, Braces: Bless Relaxes; 7. Orc and Luvah; 8. City
of Art.

Note: The debut album by prog rock band Fearful
Symmetry comprises a series of original compositions
based on Blake’s works, rather than settings of his poetry
to music.

Links: Amazon, Apple, Spotify.

The FloodShark — USA

From Another William Blake; for voice, keyboards.
01:09:21. Floodplain Productions, © 2018. New age.
Streaming.

Contents: 5. The Clod and the Pebble; 11. The Sick Rose.
Links: Amazon, Apple, Spotify.

G-Flat — Russia/Netherlands

From All Too Human?; for voice, guitar.

00:38:06. 1524427 Records DK, © 2019. Folk/country.
Streaming.

Contents: 9. Little Boy Lost (feat. William Blake).
Links: Amazon, Apple, Spotify.
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https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07XC1ZV2Q/
https://music.apple.com/sa/album/%D1%81%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%8F-%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D0%B0/1478880949
https://open.spotify.com/album/4osOCew8Cg16RD2mcR0pdQ
https://itunes.apple.com/us/album/safe-passage/1454741095
https://open.spotify.com/album/02j4xh0FhzDHz3ZmgEmP1Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YRsZEOYGccQ
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07YF63VQY/
https://music.apple.com/us/album/time-and-space/1481497899
https://open.spotify.com/album/6O09CRvW460xJ4Vr5gGWdV
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B081XCQS1W/
https://music.apple.com/us/album/so-far/id1489048630
https://open.spotify.com/album/6C0wgUtgXn6ofPd4snkI1S
https://www.amazon.com/So-love-Ensemble-Nina-Karlsen/dp/B074J565MN/
https://music.apple.com/gb/album/so-is-my-love/1266745885
https://open.spotify.com/album/38JMxi7nKe6sMiZ9snQ3QF
https://www.amazon.com/William-Innocence-Experience-Michael-Emmanuel/dp/B07SZBLFPY
https://www.amazon.com/Louder-Than-Words-Fearful-Symmetry/dp/B07WKC5QWZ/
https://music.apple.com/ng/album/louder-than-words/id1476902915
https://open.spotify.com/album/1qAVD553MBZpuCzM7w5Pei
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07H9YSF4Q/
https://music.apple.com/us/album/another-william-blake/1436146979
https://open.spotify.com/album/4Ii5IvxXCZ2LJVCb2utXZa
https://www.amazon.com/All-Too-Human-G-Flat/dp/B08237BNXV/
https://music.apple.com/us/album/all-too-human/1489542472
https://open.spotify.com/album/4qYHIwfUxWjRs1uBfvtaM8

Hirst, Grayson, Kenneth Klein, and New York Virtuosi
Chamber Symphony — USA

From Benjamin Britten: Essential Works; for voice,
chamber orchestra.

02:21:38. Menuetto Classics, © 2019. Classical. Streaming.

Contents: 9. Serenade for Tenor, Horn, and Strings, Op.
31: IV. Elegy. Andante appassionato (A Setting of “The
Sick Rose” by William Blake).

Links: Amazon, Apple, Spotify.

Mac Davis, William, Lynda Poston-Smith, and Robert
Carl Smith — USA

From Fearful Symmetry: The Songs of William Mac Davis;
for voice, piano.

00:59:33. Centaur Records, © 2019. Classical. CD.
Contents: 1. Fearful Symmetry: No. 1, Hear the Voice of
the Bard; 2. Fearful Symmetry: No. 2, The Shepherd;

3. Fearful Symmetry: No. 3, The Sick Rose; 4. Fearful
Symmetry: No. 4, The Fly; 5. Fearful Symmetry: No. 5, A
Cradle Song; 6. Fearful Symmetry: No. 6, The Tyger;

7. Fearful Symmetry: No. 7, The Lamb; 8. Fearful
Symmetry: No. 8, Piping down the Valleys Wild.

Links: AllMusic, Amazon, Apple, Spotify.

Midas — Italy

William Blake; for voice, keyboards, percussion.
00:02:33. Capillare Diffusione Musicale, © 2018.
Electronic/dance. Streaming.

Contents: 1. William Blake.

Links: Amazon, Apple, Spotify.

The Mighty Ur — UK

From Light Mind Rising; for voice, keyboard, guitars,
percussion.

00:35:15. Andrew Clark-Monks, © 2018 (released 2019).
Rock/pop. Streaming.

Contents: 6. Fourfold City.

Note: While Blake informs the themes of much of the
album, it is on track 6, “Fourfold City” (taking its

inspiration from Milton), that he is most directly invoked.

Links: Amazon, Apple, Spotify.
Msngrs — USA

From Psychopomp & Circumstance; for voice, guitars,
keyboards, percussion.

00:33:25. Vulcanic Studioz Entertainment, © 2019. Rap/
hip hop. Streaming.

Contents: 4. Tyger.

Links: Amazon, Apple, Spotify.
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Nombeko, Nailah, Sarah Comfort Reed, Michelle
Horsley, Sara Paar, and Marcia Eckert — USA

Short Songs to the Poetry of William Blake; for voice, piano.
00:07:09. Nailah Nombeko, © 2019. Classical. Streaming.
Contents: 1. The Lilly; 2. The Garden of Love; 3. The
Divine Image; 4. My Pretty Rose Tree; 5. The Sick Rose.
Links: Amazon, Apple, Spotify.

Pallot, Nerina — UK

From English/Jerusalem; for voice, piano, guitar.

00:06:43. Idaho Records, © 2019. Folk/country. Streaming.
Contents: 2. Jerusalem.

Links: Amazon, Apple, Spotify.

PAX — Italy

From Humans Failed; for voice, keyboards, percussion.
00:32:36. Pax, © 2018. Electronic/rap. Streaming.
Contents: 1. William Blake (feat. Solo Ap).

Links: Amazon, Apple, Spotify.

Pereny, George — USA

From George: Poems, Songs & Raps; for voice, guitar.
00:32:35. Pompton Turtle Productions, © 2018. Folk/
country. Streaming.

Contents: 8. Rock & Roll Waters—William Blake.
Link: Amazon.

Rands, Bernard — UK/USA; Shelton, Lucy, and Boston
Modern Orchestra Project — USA

From Canti Lunatici; for voice, chamber ensemble.
00:33:00. BMOP, © 2019. Classical. Streaming.

Contents: 6. The Moon (William Blake).

Note: The inspiration for this track is Blake’s illustration “I
want! I want!” from For Children: The Gates of Paradise.
Links: Amazon, Apple, Spotify.

Schurmann, Gerard — Java/UK/USA; Bills, Randall,
and Mark Robson — USA

From Chamber and Instrumental Music and Songs, Vol. 4;
for voice, piano.

01:17:04. Toccata Classics, © 2019. Classical. CD.
Contents: 16. 6 Songs of William Blake: No. 1, Augury;

17. 6 Songs of William Blake: No. 2, Ah, Sun-Flower;

18. 6 Songs of William Blake: No. 3, I Laid Me Down upon
a Bank; 19. 6 Songs of William Blake: No. 4, Eternity;

20. 6 Songs of William Blake: No. 5, The Sick Rose;

21. 6 Songs of William Blake: No. 6, To the Evening Star.
Note: This is a new release rather than a new work; see
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https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07XV8DLWS/
https://music.apple.com/us/album/benjamin-britten-essential-works/1480062529
https://open.spotify.com/album/4q0ArujvnBs2TFud0bBDhX
https://www.allmusic.com/album/fearful-symmetry-the-songs-of-william-mac-davis-mw0003232150
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mac-Davis-Symmetry-Lynda-Poston-Smith/dp/B07LD4F998/
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/album/mac-davis-fearful-symmetry/1446753833
https://open.spotify.com/album/6XEwFeBiqBBwFZyFNoXslH
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07D6YJZ9B//
https://music.apple.com/ag/album/william-blake-single/1387584830
https://open.spotify.com/album/5COkQCz93wdaiuFGn8YrbQ
https://www.amazon.com/Light-Mind-Rising-Mighty-Ur/dp/B07NFXXFFZ/
https://music.apple.com/ca/album/light-mind-rising/1451876330
https://open.spotify.com/album/6RVP28Q33slhWvhmw3Z3xG
https://www.amazon.com/Psychopomp-Circumstance-Msngrs/dp/B07N4DY8KS/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/album/psychopomp-circumstance/1450579820
https://open.spotify.com/album/3qKHWW1dHiW0L5zSuv6dgE
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0828CKJ4H/ref=dm_ws_sp_ps_dp
https://music.apple.com/us/album/1490034909
https://open.spotify.com/album/0nvGoXRxqHm7V0biNIzhSP
https://www.amazon.com/English-Jerusalem-Nerina-Pallot/dp/B07Q46V7FJ/
https://music.apple.com/us/album/english-jerusalem-single/1457924881
https://open.spotify.com/album/4pEP5yg3ly3RB7WX3ty3Qo
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07HPCC2S8/
https://music.apple.com/us/album/humans-failed/1437417639
https://open.spotify.com/album/24zZkUmdwpg4w9YLkq4ZyC
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07KQQ9WZQ/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07VR29CXY/
https://music.apple.com/us/album/bernard-rands-canti-lunatici/1474389382
https://open.spotify.com/album/2Sg7jjl5ZvtHXI41W6CS3n

Schurmann in Donald Fitch, “Blake Set to Music:
Supplement 2001,” Blake 35.2 (fall 2001): 57.
Links: Amazon, Apple, Spotify.

Stannard, Mick, and Kate Stannard — UK

Visions of William Blake; for voice, variously accompanied.

00:51:21. Cherry Tree Music, © 2019. Folk/country.
Streaming.

Contents: 1. The Garden of Love; 2. A Poison Tree;

3. Auguries of Innocence; 4. The Tyger; 5. The Echoing
Green; 6. The Sick Rose; 7. The Lamb; 8. Earth’s Answer;
9. Holy Thursday; 10. The Door of Death; 11. The Angel;
12. Jerusalem.

Links: Amazon, Apple, Spotify.

Strange Mystery Flower — Spain

Strange Mystery Flower Sing William Blake; for voice,
guitars, percussion, harmonica.

00:23:54. Strange Mystery Flower, © 2019. Folk/country.
Streaming.

Contents: 1. Song First by a Shepherd; 2. Spring; 3. Miss
Gittipin's Second Song; 4. Night; 5. Holy Thursday; 6. On
Another’s Sorrow; 7. Nurse’s Song; 8. The Little Vagabond;
9. A Little Girl Lost; 10. Ah Sunflower.

Links: Amazon, Apple, Spotify.

Taylor, Steven — USA

William Blake’s Songs of Innocence and of Experience; for
voice, guitars, bass, keyboards, piano, mellotron, drums.
01:12:09. Ace Records, © 2019. Rock/pop. CD.

Contents: Songs of Innocence: 1. Introduction; 2. The
Shepherd; 3. The Ecchoing Green; 4. The Lamb; 5. The
Little Black Boy; 6. The Blossom; 7. The Chimney
Sweeper; 8. The Little Boy Lost & The Little Boy Found;
9. Laughing Song; 10. A Cradle Song; 11. The Divine
Image; 12. Holy Thursday; 13. Night; 14. Spring;

15. Nurse’s Song; 16. Infant Joy; 17. A Dream; 18. On
Another’s Sorrow. Songs of Experience: 19. Introduction;
20. Earth’s Answer; 21. Holy Thursday; 22. Nurse’s Song;
23. The Sick Rose; 24. The Fly; 25. The Angel; 26. My
Pretty Rose-Tree; 27. Ah! Sun-Flower; 28. The Garden of
Love; 29. London.

Note: Taylor worked for a number of years with Allen
Ginsberg, and this CD includes his arrangements of many
of the songs he recorded with Ginsberg.

Link: Amazon.
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Turner, Frank — UK

From No Man’s Land, for voice, guitars, strings, drums,
keyboards.

00:49:39. Polydor, © 2019. Rock/pop. Vinyl.

Contents: 3. I Believed You, William Blake.

Note: The track “I Believed You, William Blake” is an
original piece sung as though from the perspective of
Catherine Blake.

Links: Amazon, Apple, Spotify.

van Wissem, Jozef, and Jim Jarmusch — USA

From An Attempt to Draw Aside the Veil; for voice, guitar,
lute.

00:38:03. Sacred Bones Records, © 2019. Avant garde.
Vinyl.

Contents: 7. When the Sun Rises Do You Not See a Round
Disc of Fire.

Links: AllMusic, Amazon, Apple, Spotify.

Vox Poesis — USA

From Un quehacer en el abismo (or Translations in the
Void); for voice, keyboards, percussion.

00:56:07. Vox Poesis Music, © 2019. New age. Streaming.
Contents: 5. El humano abstracto (William Blake, trans.
Espada).

Links: Amazon, Apple, Spotify.

Vox Poesis — USA

From Rhapsodies: The Journey Begins; for voice, guitar,
keyboard, percussion.

01:39:31. Vox Poesis Music, © 2019. New age. Streaming.
Contents: 15. Earth’s Answer (William Blake).

Links: Amazon, Apple, Spotify.
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http://bq.blakearchive.org/35.2.fitch
http://bq.blakearchive.org/35.2.fitch
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07S1Y6KG4/
https://music.apple.com/gb/album/chamber-instrumental-music-songs-vol-4/1464546347
https://open.spotify.com/album/3Kvn7lgUQE3Ts2jR2A2MTZ
https://www.amazon.com/Visions-William-Blake-Mick-Stannard/dp/B07PK8X9PJ/
https://music.apple.com/us/album/visions-of-william-blake/1455555365
https://open.spotify.com/album/2Ige25XHvC2FFm2ReWmYtA
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B081F635V7/
https://music.apple.com/us/album/strange-mystery-flower-sing-william-blake/1487782019
https://open.spotify.com/album/6hOCmmw30oIyFibFvbk2Ny
https://www.amazon.com/William-Blakes-Songs-Innocence-Experience/dp/B07ZW8VZ4L/
https://www.amazon.com/No-Mans-Land-Frank-Turner/dp/B07TPYXS9B
https://music.apple.com/gb/album/no-mans-land/1469553725
https://open.spotify.com/album/2sgJ0cMvYNIiiArcntpa5g
https://www.allmusic.com/album/an-attempt-to-draw-aside-the-veil-mw0003243918
https://www.amazon.com/Attempt-Draw-Aside-Veil/dp/B07L7L7N7W/
https://music.apple.com/us/album/an-attempt-to-draw-aside-the-veil/1446048073
https://open.spotify.com/album/5jNbSZgz4n9V6SwmVz47I7
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07Q24QH9Z/
https://music.apple.com/us/album/un-quehacer-en-ell-abismo-or-translations-in-the-void/1457011708
https://open.spotify.com/album/4YghGdQgRZ03HBlekuRfb8
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07W87QHHP/
https://music.apple.com/us/album/rhapsodies-the-journey-begins/1476063706
https://open.spotify.com/album/0C0TMNibmmmJM6AfqCYPSr

